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ment. His advice was invariable, not to depend
upon verse-making for a livelihood. He frequently
received abusive letters because the demands made
upon Mm were not answered in the way desired.
A man in Arkansas sent back the autograph for
which he had called, because a poem had not ac-
companied it. He named several poets who had
thus accommodated him, and his collection was too
valuable to be cheapened by having a simple name
in it! He wished nothing at all if he could not
have what he called for.

Mr. Whittier was once called up at midnight
by a large party of students from the Phillips
Exeter Academy, who explained that they were
belated by accident. They had started, each with
an autograph book, with the expectation of meet-
ing him at a more seasonable hour. He arose
and dressed himself and received a party of young
men who filled his house, and set about writing in
all their books. As they were leaving, very pro-
fuse in their thanks, one of them looked at his
book, and exclaimed: " You have written only
John in my book I" "I am afraid some of you
have not got as much as that," he replied, as he
took up his candle and bade them good-night.

The calls upon him for letters that might be
used to help the sale of books and pictures were
numerous, and whenever he could conscientiously
do so, he was ready to offer such assistance. When
Prang published the fine picture illustrating Whit-
tier's " Barefoot Boy," he wrote words of high
praise for the artist's work. Rival publishers is-
sued inferior copies of the painting, and had the